Mission:  To help College Prep students learn within a small, interdisciplinary community.

Vision:  To offer a unique experience based on collaboration and support of all members of the small learning community.  Through an innovative inquiry-based approach, students’ various learning styles will be addressed increasing student achievement and satisfaction with the learning experience. 

Small Learning Community Course Description:  The goal of the small learning community is to present an interdisciplinary curriculum to a cohort of 100 ninth grade students. The community’s flexible scheduling will enable students and teachers to work on extended projects, to coordinate lesson objectives, and to benefit from resources outside of the school environment through the dynamics of Problem-Based Learning. Students will have expanded opportunities to investigate subject matter that interests them personally, while the teaching team will encourage the use of various learning styles and strategies to develop both basic and advanced academic skills.  Students will earn four credits while synthesizing the elements of English, Math, Science, and Social Studies, and work with a team of teachers who develop interdisciplinary lessons and assessments.  The content of this course is structured around common themes found throughout society--local, national, and international--and of interest to the students themselves. Examples of such themes include environmental protection, civic duty, public works, and community dynamics. 
Student Profile

The student who will find success in the SLC program is motivated and inquisitive.  This student should enjoy working with others and be interested in project-based learning.  The SLC offers a rigorous curriculum which covers both the Illinois State Standards and Lake Zurich High School objectives for each content area.  This is a college prep level program and therefore should attract the college prep student.**  While the objectives are identical, the content will be taught using an interdisciplinary team approach.  Students are expected to complete a research project which weaves together all four content areas and focuses on the SLC common theme.  

Placement for the SLC student’s sophomore year will be based upon student success and teacher recommendation.  Students will be eligible for the college prep or honors level depending upon their performance.

**Optional credit for an honors level class is being explored.  
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