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With You
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By Brianne Sabb

“Answer me this. why would anyone
want to wear an overcoat in San Fran-
cisco in the middle of summer?’
Sophie Newman asked.” So begins the
story of Sophie and Josh Newman,
twins immersed in the world of magic
way over their heads. When Josh finds
his boss, Nick Fleming, is really the
immortal Nicholas Flamel, his world is
taken, soaked in mud by Golems, and
wrung out, which opens his eyes to the
world of magic. Travelling with Nicho-
las Flamel, the elusive Scathach, and
his twin, Sophie, he begins a journey
to escape from Dr. John Dee. Along

By Jake Laystrom

Rick Riordan is a New York Times
Best-Selling Author who wrote the
award winning Percy Jackson and
the Olympians series, The Lightning
Thief Book 1, Sea of Monsters Book
2, Titan’s Curse Book 3, Battle of the
Labyrinth Book 4, and the epic finale
The Last Olympian Book 5. Also in
the last year, Riordan came out with
another Best-Seller the Red Pyra-
mid, the first book of the Kane
Chronicles. Just in the last few
months, Riordan came out with an-
other Best-Seller the Lost Hero, a
book about a teenager who woke up
on a bus with a girl he didn’t know
who was holding his hand. He didn't

the way, they meet some Elders, and
the less-than-desirable dark elders,
such as Bastet and the Morrigan.

| really, truly, loved this book. It joins
many others in my favorites list. It is the
type of book that has you checking in
your closet for spirits and avoiding
crows at all costs. And when it ends,
you want more. But, fear not! There is a
sequel, and a sequel of the sequel.

If you love magic, adventure, and a
truly chilling villain, this book is for you!
Also, if you like to read a series, not one
-shots, this is a great book for you!

| give it: 5 moons

know anyone and a guy in the seat
ahead of him is supposedly his best
friend Leo and the girl is named Piper.

The teen doesn’'t know who he is,
where he is or what is going on. He finds
out his name is Jason and after an epic
battle on the Grand Canyon, he discov-
ers he’s a half-blood or half-human and
half-God. Leo and Piper find out they're
half-bloods too.

Soon after meeting a distressed girl
named Annabeth, who lost her boyfriend,
Percy Jackson, Jason, Piper, and Leo
get thrust into adventure after adventure,
traveling from Canada to the Windy City
of Chicago and on to the warm state of
California. Join Jason, Piper and Leo on
a quest to find Jason’s memory and save

315 words in Webster's 1996 dictionary were misspelled.

An average of 12 newborn babies is delivered to the wrong parents each day.

The
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the world from the earth itself. The book is
available at the Ela Public Library and the
MSN Library. Although you might have to wait
a while, it's worth it.

Oscar awards given out during World War Il were made of wood because metal was scarce.

Ketchup was a medicine in 1830.

There are no clocks in Las Vegas gambling casinos.

It took Leonardo da Vinci 10 years to paint Mona Lisa’s lips.

Michael Jordan earns more money from Nike than all the Nike workers in Malaysia combined.

In Chinese, KFC's slogan “Finger lickin’ good”, translates to English as “Eat your fingers off.”



Aries—March 21-April 19

Overachieving is the norm for you, but don’t
work hard until you are overly stressed out.
Try to relax, you can still do a good job
without working so hard.

Taurus—April 20-May 20

You may not be the brightest crayon in the
box, but your perseverance is not in short
supply. Let the people around you know
that you're trying and they’ll appreciate your
hard work.

Gemini—May 21- June 21

. Y You're a dreamer at heart and striving

toward perfection and are always looking
/\ﬂ for answers, but what you're searching for
might already be in front of you.
2),}  Cancer—June 22-July 22
AL ,__':\ New .respc.)nsibilities and Quties are part of
Py 4 N\ your life this year, and at times you can feel
r

a little burdened by them. Try to take a step
back and focus on the big picture.

Leo—July 23-August 22

You love to feel free and independent, but
don’t be afraid to lean on somebody for
help and support. If you are confused in
class, speak up and ask a question.

Virgo—August 23-September 22

Feeling lucky is great, but don't rely on
a windfall or extra bonus points to help
you ace that test. You need to work to
achieve your goals.

5

Libra—September 23-October 22

It's great to make new friends, but don't forget
your old ones. Remember, the best treasure is
an old friend.

Scorpio—October 23-November 21

You are generally independent and won't talk
much. Let your opinions be heard and branch out
to work with new people on a partner project.

Sagittarius—November 22-December 21

Itis lots of fun to hang out with friends, but
plan some alone time to rest and relax. It is
always good to have time alone to think and
sort out problems.

Capricorn—December 22-January 19

You have a great heart and mind. Focus that
positive energy and put it towards doing a
good deed or helping out a friend in need.

Aquarius—January 20-February 18

Friends and family can be very influential, but
don’t let them control your life. If your friends
want to go out to a movie, don't be afraid to
say no if you need some time to relax by your-

Pisces—February 19-March 20

You are a real achiever who has determination
and willpower, as well as intuition that serves you
well. Put that energy towards a test or report.
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By Grant Wallace

The attention grabber line for MSN's fall
play that boldly spells, "may the farce be
with you". Not only is this a play on words
that relates to a spoof on Star Wars, it is
also using a word that might even make
some Lit./L.A. teachers smile.

In one definition, the word refers to a
type of genre of comedy that is similar to
satire. This usually involves play on words
and haphazard movements or actions.
The Japanese used farces in their plays

called Ky gen. They would have these
parts in very serious plays called a Noh.
The ironic thing is that if the word refers
to a type of comedy or word play, and in
a line like "may the farce be with you", it
is really saying, may the word play or
comedy be with you.

Additionally, this word can mean an
absurd situation or event. A farce could
be if someone slipped on a banana in the
middle of class while sitting down. It is
something very strange that doesn't
really make sense so it is unbelievable.

This is usually seen on T.V. sit-coms.
Someone might say that something is a
farce if it sounds fake and they don't be-
lieve it. "That story was such a farce."

The word farce is one that many peo-
ple don't use in everyday language. It has
many meanings but, they all are put to-
gether to mean a type of comedy. Which
therefore, means a great show for the
MSN Fall play.

) s

S eventh grader, Even
Petropoulos is golden in the fall
play May the Farce Be with
You. He plays an evil villain
with a gold face, hair, and
hands in a costume that Mrs.
Jaffee described as a CP30 rip
off.

Petropoulos likes the fact
that he is the only cast member
who gets to wear gold make-up
and that his look is very memo-
rable.

He shared that it takes ten
minutes to complete his
makeup, and he has to wait to
dress until after it is complete. A
funny side effect is all of his
clothes for the play are covered
with gold dust that flakes off of

his face. He said that it takes a
long time to wash off after the
show.

worst part was that “it goes into
my nose and turns my boogers
gold.”

Petropoulos added that the

For Petropoulos, it looks like
thing
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cape, hat, and glasses to match out

While of four colors of duck tape. The cos-
all of the costumes for the fall play tume included 20 small roles of duck
were creative and added humor, tape.
one of the costumes that stuck out Kleinke said that it was difficult to
was Cooper Kleinke’s duck tape move in the costume and during the
ensemble for Tape Man. show, he was hot and sweaty on
Cooper and his mom spent three stage beneath the lights, however he
hours constructing his costume was proud of his creativity and char-
which included a t-shirt and jeans acter and that he can stick to any

wrapped entirely in duck tape.

Kleinke said that he also made a surface.

{QVDAUDHSIYZOJCTPOAOUHAKYY
:AOCWMVSCMAAATAZNJIYOZOLZD
IDPHTKESKIYCMRWAOLVRMSAJVQ
tOBZPAOUPKVTRQMQFSOOPHAZFC
iDIIMVPPLRIUJOZTMGRZBDKQSL
t:AUROUBEPRLCWCBZNNZXGXHVAE
ZPSUPERMAIDSPDALKTLOJFZJT
TLRWRFBHARGKSHFTZQXPKEBYI
NQKISXROANWOILNAMORTCELEZ
YSZGIJRAZNSSORTABLATAPJIQJIX
WFNZHCIUQZLZSSSIJWUNTGFUZC
KLMJJWNLFBUDTIWCGAZIDAMYJ
ITSNUSCXDLTANYVPYHUOLSXHP
OOZSVHMNBZRGJIJBXNIXUUPXALZ
XYHWIPPDATKVZIDAIIQHJBKNL
SZLAKDQWEYNWEEOSVSSNGFUUB
FCKNOWQKKAKVKUHBIJCRSYPXEUC
IMHGRFEVRMXHKYVTPZFMIEHCII
tBNJRWTRVLEJEDXAYZDDIMYLBB
:ELBHARPMQSWPMQVWQPAILTBZP
tKDXGHAYOKUIHUOWTPSYEQYHYX
:JQNOOTEYOQJCGEBJUUNEVNHJY
iFHMSCIIOQUAGHRBLBQSKVNOGF
tERCMEKUXHZSJQETVRZTRYBASL
:VEYXJGCPBZTIXKQNYRCURDUNF

STARTE ELECTROVAN
ACROBATVAN ALBATROSS A

GADZOOKS M SSI NI SOWRAP G RLN SUPERBRAI N
SUPERMAI DS TAPEVAN W ZARDWOVA
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By Andrew Kuban Website: Minecraft.net bugs or glitches.

What can you think of that involves Minecraft is not officially rated, but | Repetitiveness: 8/10
buHang complex bqulngs or contraptions, would say E for Everyone. This game may get a little repetitive,
slaying monsters, and hilarious random

- This game should be able to play on because some of the features are always
occurrences: any computer even ones without up- the same; however it's always different
Minecraft is a very fun simulation game graded graphics. due to a great random map generator.
Wlth_pleIateq graphics so most peo_ple can To conclude this review, | will give it a Graphics: 5/10
run it on their PC. The game is basically rating

centered on the player as the main char- Although the graphics are a little low

acter. The player is lost in an unknown Game-play: 9/10 compared to games made around the
wilderness. Using all the elements around Although this game is in Alpha stage, ~ S@M€

him/her including trees, rocks, iron depos-  which basically means it is in an early Price: 7/10 ($20ish U.S.D.)

its, and even Lava, the player can create stage of development, it has very few

giant, completely customized towers, ho- This is a great value for a great game.

tels, or even castles—just about anything
that the player thinks about, he can make.
Look it up on ‘YouTube’ for some play
examples.

By the way, the game is in a three-
dimensional world and the lower grade
graphics actually suits the game.

If a player likes the game but really
hates the graphics, there are model packs
for the game they can find if they know
how to install them. Also, | might suggest
playing on Peaceful your first time.

Minecraft has almost hit 1 million sales
as of January 12, 2011, a great achieve-
ment for an independently developed
game that was released in September.

Platform: Computer, but they may have
it for some Apple products in the future.

Cost: $20 if you buy the premium.
There is a free trial-type incomplete ver-
sion available for download at...

$ W& '&%&

Puss in Boots: The Story of an Ogre Killer (Prequel to Shrek)

1. Inception n '&0 0]
2. True Grit $ ( /0 /0
3. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows pt.1
AU y o y WS P Pirates of the Caribbean 4: On Stranger Tides
. Unstoppable
PP Kung Fu Panda 2: The Kaboom of Doom
5. The Other Guys
5 Tov S 3 Cars 2
. Toy St
y Story The Green Hornet
7. Clash of the Titans
Happy Feet 2
8. The Losers
9

. How to Train your Dragon
Y g Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows pt.2

10. Despicable Me

Transformers 3: The Dark Side of the Moon
The Giver

Super 8

The First Avenger: Captain America

Battle: Los Angeles
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When people look at a video-
game, they see the little letter or
letters in one of the corners. They
might think, “Probably just some
stupid marketing thing.” It's not.
These are ratings are important
guides to buying videogames be-
cause some people might not want
to be exposed to some of the vio-
lence or language in these games.
This is a rating guide for buying
games and are the most common
ratings placed on games in America.
These ratings are made and labeled
on games under the ESRB.
(Entertainment Software Rating
Board)

The rating system began when a
few of the earlier games had exten-
sive violence or sexual content.

CE- Children Educational- a
game or program designed
specifically for an educa-
tional value for young chil-
dren.

C- Children. These are games
based specifically for young
kids, usually with uncompli-
cated puzzles.

*(

By Andrew Kubin

E- Everyone. These ratings are as
the ESRB say, for everyone.
It is usually enjoyable by peo-
ple around 8-13 years old, but
usually all ages likes them.
They have a low-violence
content and humor, but can
contain other puzzling or frus-
trating features.

E-10-Everyone 10 and up. Usually
higher violence content or
difficulty level than a normal E
rated game. This rating is
seen in most games for the
Wii. These are usually rated E
-10 for low or mild cartoon
violence, which is like in the
Lego games series, where
instead of dying, the charac-
ters just burst into pieces.

T- Teen. Games get a bit more
violent at this rating and be-
yond. These games usually
have a little bit more mature
content then an E-10 game.
These games are usually
rated this for crude humor,

suggestive content, or
mild-violence. These
games are basically the
most commonly bought.

M-Mature. These games are
very, well, mature. They
usually include heavy
violence and might con-
tain sexual content, along
with other questionable
things like heavy drug or
alcohol use. Many people
think that these games
influence bad behavior.

AO-Adult Only. An AO game
is Adult only for obvious
reasons.

RP- Rating Pending. A game
(or movie) that has not
been rated yet.

Other games use a rating
system that uses age
markers, such as 13+,
18+, etc. instead of the
ESRB's rating system

LOL, have you ever LMSOed or ROFLed? Well, you might not know what | am talking about. If not, then read on.

This is a guide for people who aren’t as accustomed to the online world or people who have little knowledge of text language. This is a
list of many expressions that are often seen on the internet or in a text message.

LOLSPEAK- Laugh Out Loud Speak. Basi
cally, you just mess up words in
an effort to make them shorter.
Some of these Include cutting off
the E in some words, like “hav”
instead of “have.” or other com
mon misspellings.

LOL — Laugh Out Loud. Used for representi
ng laughing or something funny.

ROFL- Roll on Floor Laughing. Repre
senting something that is so f
unny that you cant control your
self. This is another variation of
LOL.

LMSO- Laughing My Socks Off. Another
variation of LOL.

BRB- Be Right Back.

AFK- Away From Keyboard.
BRT- Be Right There.

Y- Why?

GTG- Got to Go.

OMG- Oh My God, Gosh, Etc.

Noob, n00b, etc.- Short for “Newbie.”
Usually used as an insult, or
someone doing something un
professionally.

MMO- Massively Multiplayer Online.
Usually followed by another
abbreviation, like FPS or
RPG

RPG- Role Playing Game. A time-con-

suming game where you fight
monsters or other players to
gain EXP and level up, gaining
new skills and sometimes pets
or friends on the way.

EXP, XP- Experience Points. A term

used in most MMO games to
represent how close you are to |
eveling up.

Sci-Fi- Science Fiction. A genre of games

or movies, usually involving

aliens and robots and high-tech

weaponry or spaceships.

IDK- | Don’t Know. Exactly how it
sounds.

TXT-Text.
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would and should be in much better physi-
cal shape. The fact is that not all girls do
that! If girls and guys participated in the
same sports, girls being in basketball,

By Michaella Andersen guy | have ever met would be.”

I know that by looking at this title, all

. . | have to also agree with some of
the girls will say, “Yes, of course.” Is 9

the guys though, too. A lot of the girls

this statement

really true? I know are wrestling, and football, and guys being in

Let's find out. weak and poms, dance, and cheer, everyone’s stan-
’ . have no ath- dards of girls would change.

S(I)rTe?ir%I(relé 'm Ig::ce: Zzl(l)':]yy_ Guys, why do you still think after reading

flirtatious, pretty, mous seventh this that girls can’t do what you c5a1n do?

and weak like grade girl Spme can and’some, yvell, think it's repul-

guys expect us said, sive. Why don t you give us a chance?

to be. That's “Evwaww! | Can guys walk in high heels? Not most!

just a mask, hate sweating So don't judge someone’s abilities

though. Most of in P.E. so000 based on their gender.

the time, I'm much! Why

athletic, strong, should |

muscular, fast waste my

and independ- time in P.E.

ent, a woman. sweating and getting all gross when

it's just P.E.?"

Even though babies are all born
almost identical, we are shaped to
Abigail Smith Adams, Shawn John- follow society’s rules. Those rules
son, Michelle Obama, and so many are that girls should be naturally
more! weaker and more delicate than guys.

Some of the most famous people in
this world are females like Oprah
Winfrey, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,

Just because most guys are built for If sports, for example cheerleading,
endurance, speed and strength does-  would be more open to guys and

—_—— e e = — === = = o

n't mean that girls are not built that more encouraging, people’s minds | & + #2 8
way, too! might switch and shift a little bit. 1 - . |
A current Cary softball coach said, If a guy were to siton a couch for1 $ 8 / % |

“There are so many girls on my team
who are so much tougher than any

year and for that 1 year a woman jogs

|
and plays sports everyday, the female l#-

+

By Brianne Sabb someone’s life. One of the leading

causes of teenage death in the US is
motor vehicle accidents, states the
NHTSA (National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration) at
www.nhtsa.gov.

Wear a Seatbelt

So, the easiest way to avoid a crash
is to take preventive measures. For
starters, always wear a seatbelt. Stud-
ies by the NCSA (National Car Safety
Association), found on www.nhtsa.gov,
report that people between the ages of
sixteen and twenty-four are less likely to
wear seatbelts than any other age
group. Studies by the NHTSA show that
72,000 lives have been saved by seat
belts over the five year period from
2005 through 2009. Kelly Cochran, a
student at Carmel, was in a car crash.
She almost never wears her seatbelt,
but that day she was. Thanks to that,
she is still walking on this earth. Be-
sides, if people don't buckle up, they’ll
get a ticket.

Some people are really lucky, like
one girl. “ was driving with my dad on
a sunny day. A man was driving be-
hind us, with really loud music. We
came to a red light, and my dad
slammed on the brakes. The man be-
hind us ran into us. | wasn’'t wearing
my seatbelt. My dad got out of the car
and started yelling at him,” said an
anonymous sixth grade student.

Mr. and Mrs. Black, your daughter is
in the hospital. She is the victim of a
three car collision.

It's what many parents are having
nightmares about. Teens and even
adults have a very nonchalant attitude
towards road safety. On average, a car
crash kills an American every twelve
minutes. Furthermore, sixteen to nine-
teen year olds are at the highest risk,
partly because most teens these days
are connected to their cell at the hip,
even in the car.

Eliminate Distractions

More over, people should put down
their cell phones, they shouldn't fiddle
with the radio, they shouldn’t apply
makeup, and, for heaven’s sake, peo-
ple shouldn’t eat their lunch! Driving
while clutching a phone is down right
dangerous. If a person takes their eyes
off the road for a minute, they're even
more likely to crash! Also, if people talk
on their cell, even with a hands-free
link, they're distracted, and their re-
flexes are dulled. And don't even think
of texting. Besides, in most cities, like
Chicago, it's illegal. The make up

One of the scariest aspects about
the crash is that people can’t do any-
thing once it happens. Their car is
wrecked, they’re hurt badly, and they
have to pay a fine. Maybe they're re-
sponsible, but maybe they aren’t. Ei-
ther way, they're alive. They're lucky,
that's for sure. But if the person makes
it, but their passenger doesn't, or the
person in the other car died, they'll
have to live with the guilt of taking
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By Katie Malek

Insight. Students in Mrs. Martin’s so-
cial studies class experienced an in-class
simulation that was the topic of many
conversations and feelings. “The purpose
of the simulation,” said Mrs. Martin, “was
to experience what former Yugoslavia
would have been like.”

Here’s how it works: the whole
class lives in a made-up coun-
try, Zabros. There are four politi-
cal groups within Zabros: the
Zabos, the Obos, the Abas, and
the Boros. Each group has their
weaknesses and strengths, and
based on those each group
picks something to demand
from the other political groups. If
the majority of the groups are in
favor of the request, the de-
mand goes through. However, if
the majority disagrees with the
demand, then the law is not
passed and, therefore, does not
go into effect.

In addition, each group has
objects called power cards.
Each groups starts with a spe-
cific number of power cards: the
Zabos begin with 50 power
cards, the Abas begin with 22 power
cards, the Boros begin with 20 power
cards, and the Obos begin with 8 power
cards. If a political group gets 51 power
cards, only that political group’s vote
goes into account. For example, if the
Zabos have 51 power cards, and the
Abas, the Boros, and the Obos all agree
on a demand, but the Zabos disagree,
the demand doesn't go through.

This represents the dictatorship of the
leaders of Yugoslavia. Similar to real life,
in the simulation people began to get

+

should be able to wait, and the lunch
should, too. Are these things really
more important than someone’s life?

Pay Attention

In addition, people need to pay at-
tention! If people chat with their pas-
senger, they're distracted and more
likely to crash. Also, passengers
shouldn’t distract the driver! In 2009,
distracted driving killed almost 5,500
people and injured 500,000 more,
studies by the NHTSA show. Passen-
gers, children especially, are in just as

frustrated when they had almost no
rights. “Pretty much every time the
Zabos got 51 power cards,” Mrs. Martin
said, “but they were usually handed the
power.”

If a political group is being neglected
or mistreated, they may use terrorism or
strikes.

If terrorism is used, there will be no
voting or bargaining for that round. In-
stead, the time is used to find a way to
stop the terrorism or create a response.
The terrorists are entitled to make a
statement as to why they are using this
tactic.

However, terrorism requires the group
(s) that used terrorism to pay a price. If
terrorism is used by the same group for
two rounds, it will cost that group four
power cards. If used for three rounds in
succession, the cost is six power cards.
Each successive turn of use of terrorism

1 2

much danger as you. The safest
place in the car is the backseat be-
hind the driver’s seat, according to
Kids Health, at www.kidshealth.org.
Kids under twelve should never sit up

front.

Make Smart Choices

Finally, don't get in the car with
someone intoxicated. It's a bad idea,
period. Alcoholic drinks dull people’s
reflexes, increasing the chance of a
crash. Also, there’s a federal law
against it, so the intoxicated driver will

by the same group costs an additional
two power cards.

If the problem is resolved
politically, the terrorism ends, but the
group must still pay for using the ter-
rorism tactic. But, if the problem cannot
be solved politically, the other groups
can vote on taking military action. The

cost for using military
action is 6 power
cards total, and it is
left up to the groups
to decide who pays
what. The cards are
not part of the simula-
tion for the next two
rounds, but are then
returned to their re-
spective groups.

If a strike is used,
the legislative process
is not disturbed, like
in the terrorism tactic.
Each group has a
different strike. For
example, the Obos
are the only ones who
can use a food pro-
duction slowdown,
because their main

quality is farming. The cost of the slow-
down is two power cards per turn
against everybody. However, this —2
power card strike also affects the
Obos, since they aren’'t making any
money.

In conclusion, this simulation gives
everyone participating an insight on
what it was like to live in Yugoslavia or
be a group in any country for that mat-
ter.

go to jail unavoidably if he or she isn’t
killed first. Mrs. Lippert, a seventh grade
teacher at MSN, stated, At twenty, my
husband made a bad choice. He got in
the car with someone intoxicated. Now
he has to live with the consequences of
having a traumatic brain injury.”

If people follow these four rules, reduc-
ing their chance of crashing, they make
the roads safer for all of us. Even kids
who don't drive can consider safety. It's
never too early, or too late to think about
safety.
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think that | need
to go green

Look at all of
the beautiful
trees..... I love
nature....,

Doesn't look like

he’s going to stop. LooK

ouTt!

Go Darth go!!

Here we

go
again...
-
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)
e
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Two hours later...

O'yeah your
bill is 1,000
starbucks

Our best
Patient!

| can't afford
that! Now what
will | drive??




