
Homerooms to look a little different at MSN 

 Middle Schools are at their best when their programming supports students’ 

growth in a variety of domains: academic, artistic, athletic, social-emotional, etc.  Certainly 

the classroom provides many opportunities for students to develop skills with independent 

decision making, self-advocacy, time management, goal setting and prioritizing to name a 

few.  However, we believe that we can do more to design students’ school experience in a 

way that supports the core components of the District’s mission: to create continuous 

learners, and caring, responsible citizens. 

 One area we are looking at is student homeroom time.  Specifically, the Middle 

School North staff is working collaboratively on an enhanced approach to student 

homerooms – one that restructures the quantitative and qualitative levels of supervision 

that best matches students’ instructional and social-emotional learning needs.  What does 

this mean exactly? 

 Currently, homeroom time at MSN allows most of our students to benefit from a 

silent, study-hall environment where they can complete class assignments, read 

independently, or see teachers for assistance.  During the same period, our Band, 

Orchestra and Chorus students benefit from daily group rehearsals.  Soon, we hope to 

introduce and implement a Cafetorium Study Hall.  This quite literally is a larger study hall 

that will be held in our cafeteria and supervised by faculty members.  The environment will 

be slightly more informal than a traditional study hall, but there will remain an expectation 

of appropriate and productive use of time.  The environment of the Cafetorium Study Hall 

will more closely match some students’ home work/study routines.  The students will 

exercise more control over the focus, pace and intensity of their studying, thus reflecting 

their ability to make responsible choices about when and how to approach their work. 

 Who will be eligible for the Cafetorium Study Hall?  Consistent with the goal of 

meeting students’ instructional and social-emotional needs, there will be minimum 

eligibility criteria, which will included students being “in good standing” with both 

academics and behavior.  A limited number of students will be re-assigned to the 

Cafetorium Study Hall so as to foster a productive environment.  Students in the 

Cafetorium will still have access to teachers, the library, the office – just the way it is now.  

Teachers will also retain the flexibility to direct students to different locations based on 

need. 

 Again, meeting students’ individual needs is our goal, and we will regularly monitor 

our students’ progress in order to determine the most appropriate homeroom placement.   

There are, of course, more details of the plan to work out, and we welcome parent and 

student input on the plan as we move forward with it.  We will share program details 

through our website and we will send information home via email.  In the meantime, 

please email Mr. Jakowitsch or Mr. Richter if you have questions, comments, or 

suggestions. 

 

  Mark Richter    Todd Jakowitsch 

  Principal    Assistant Principal 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
October 20: 

Rachel’s Challenge 

Assembly 
 
October 24: 

Joanie’s Closet 

fundraiser at Culvers 
 

No Stress Fundraiser 

starts at MSN 
 
October 27: 

MSN Orchestra 

Concert 

 
October 28: 

Halloween Activity 

Night 

 
November 4-5: 

Alice in Wonderland 

fall play 

 
November 5: 

IMEA Band, Orchestra 

and Choral Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

L a k e  Z u r i c h  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  N o r t h  



Welcome to another edition of our great North Star Newsletter   
 

 Welcome to Fall! 

Summer has passed and Fall is here and with that brings many exciting events 

for MSN and our PTO.  

• Our "No Stress" fundraiser is in the planning stage and will soon be released 

to the school.  

• The fist Spirit Wear order has been delivered so we should be seeing lots of 

school spirit! 

• MSN's Fall Play, Alice in Wonderland, is well underway and should be another 

amazing show! 

• The planning for our Halloween Activity Night is also well underway and I'm 

sure the kids will have a"Ghoulish" good time! 

• Believe it or not we're even starting to think about our spring Talent Show! 

Our next meeting is October 19th at 7pm in the multi-purpose room.  It would 

be wonderful to see you there!  Please come out and see what the PTO is all 

about! 

 

Alison Rigsby 

PTO President 

 

 

 
Dominick’s eScrip Gives Up to 4% of Your Purchases to MSN 

Thanks to those who registered their Dominick’s Fresh Values card to benefit 

MSN. You can register anytime. Just go to www.eScrip.com, click on “1. Sign Up 

– It’s Free!”, then enter our group ID 500013629, your Fresh Values card number, 

name, address, and email. Also, check out the eScrip Online Mall where you can 

shop at hundreds of online retailers just as you normally would and a percent-

age of your purchase will be donated back to MSN.  
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RACHEL’S CHALLENGE ASSEMBLY 

COMING TO MIDDLE SCHOOL NORTH 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20TH 

 
Lake Zurich Middle School North will be hosting an all school 

assembly called “Rachel’s Challenge”, Thursday, October 

20th.  There also will be a companion Community Event later 

that same day at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School North 

Cafetorium.  This evening presentation is designed for 

parents and adult members of the community to see and 

hear the same message that the middle school students were 

part of earlier in the day.  Please come and hear this moving 

and inspiring presentation. 

 

Background information about Rachel’s Challenge: 
Rachel Scott was the first person killed at Columbine High 

School on April 20, 1999. Rachel’s acts of kindness and 

compassion coupled with the contents of her six diaries have become the foundation for the most 

life-changing school program in America. Her brother, Craig, was in the library that day and lost two 

close friends and narrowly escape death himself. He was the only student at Columbine who was in 

the library, the worst of the killing zone, and also lost a sibling. 

 

Powerful audio/video footage of Rachel's Challenge holds students spell-bound during a one-hour 

school presentation that motivates them to positive change in the way they treat others. In the 

evening presentation, the Rachel’s Challenge presenter conducts a powerful session with parents and 

community leaders.  

 

Scope of Effectiveness 
A few weeks after the tragedy Darrell Scott, Rachel’s father, spoke to a Congressional House Judiciary 

Committee regarding issues of school violence. His speech has become one of the most widely read 

on the internet. Shortly afterwards he founded “Rachel’s Challenge”, a bullying and violence 

abatement program. More than 1.5 million students annually experience Rachel’s Challenge and 

have the opportunity to accept the challenges, modeled after Rachel’s life and writings. The universal 

message of kindness and compassion told by Rachel’s story has been heard by students in several 

other countries. Since its beginning in 2000, the number of requests to present Rachel’s Challenge to 

students, parents, and educators continues to increase. The Scott family and other Rachel’s 

Challenge certified presenters have spoken to over 15 million people in live settings, and has reached 

millions more through being featured on popular media outlets like CNN, Fox News, The Today Show, 

Good Morning America, Larry King Live, Oprah, Dateline, O’Reilly Factor, Hannity and Colmes and 

numerous others. Mr. Scott has also authored three books including the best seller “Rachel’s Tears.” 

 

For more information: www.rachelschallenge.org  and 

http://www.rachelschallenge.org/_docs/Educators/ProgramPreparation/ProgramPrepDocs/2009-

10/2.CommunityEvent.pdf     
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PTO Board Member Open Positions  

2011 – 2012 School Year 
Can you donate a few hours of your time to the PTO? Would you like to 

receive e-blast communications regarding PTO news and events? Please print 

the PTO volunteer form found under the PTO tab on the school website and 

return it to the main office! We have re-designed this form, so even if you 

have filled one out in the past, we encourage you to fill out and return 

another! Your time is greatly appreciated!! 

•  Beautification (1 opening) and you would work with Sherry Fisher 

(teacher) 

• 1 opening for charity events 

• 1 opening for activity nights 

• 1 opening for CONNECT (we would really like a new 6th grade parent) 

• 1 opening for fundraising 

• 1 or 2 openings for school supplies 

• 1 or 2 openings for spirit wear 

• 1 opening for teacher appreciation 

All the committees (except for school supplies) have at lease 1 volunteer 

already in the committee so you won’t be working alone. 

If you are interested or would like more information, please contact either:  

Kim Ketcham – kimberly.ketcham@att.net  

Stacey Marguerite – smarguerite1112@gmail.com 

MSN Co-Vice Presidents 



Howlin’  
Halloween Night 
Friday, October 28th, 7-9pm 

MSN Cafetorium 
 

 



Join the MSN Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) 

Committee  
 

MSN parents are invited to join our Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Committee and 

learn more about the important steps District 95 is taking to safeguard our 

school environment while promoting the health and performance of our 

students and staff.  Based on the EPA's Tools for Schools Program, District 95 

developed an IAQ Management Plan.  It is designed to help identify, resolve 

and prevent indoor air quality problems. Poor indoor air quality can impact 

the comfort and health of students and staff, which, in turn, can affect 

concentration, attendance and student performance. 

  

Every quarter, district personnel evaluate and inspect our school. The findings 

are compiled and presented for review and discussion with the IAQ 

Committee. IAQ Committee Members need not have previous IAQ 

knowledge. 

  

Want to learn more?  Check out District 95's IAQ Management Plan at http://

www.lz95.org/departments/facilities/iaq_management_plan.aspx 

  

Visit the EPA's Tools for Schools Program at 

http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/index.html 

 

 

Interested in joining or have questions email 

Mr. Richter at mark.richter@lz95.org 

The North Star 
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An Organization Helping District 95 

Families in Need 
Joanie's Closet is a service organization which originally started 

at May Whitney Elementary School in memory of its namesake, 

Joanie Bednarz, the school’s longtime nurse who passed away 

in 2005.  Two years ago, Joanie's Closet became a district-wide 

organization which helps families in need throughout District 

95.   

Joanie's Closet is available to help on several fronts.  For example: school supplies are 

provided for families that need assistance with these items; snacks are provided for school 

nurses since some of those who go to see the nurse just need to fill an empty 

stomach;  clothing, groceries, household necessities, and gas cards are distributed through 

the school social workers or nurses for families in dire straits;  second lunches are sometimes 

provided at elementary schools for Free and Reduced Lunch students who are still hungry 

after finishing their first lunch.   

 

With colder weather just around the corner, Joanie’s Closet can also provide winter jackets 

for children who don’t have one, or whose family can’t afford one.  We invite families to 

contact your school and District 95 staff to contact your Joanie’s Closet rep if there is a child 

who needs a winter jacket, snow pants, boots, hat, and/or mittens.  As 

always, requests and fulfillment of such requests are kept confidential.     

 

Mark your Calendar - The District 95 Nurses have organized a Joanie’s 

Closet fundraiser to be held at Culver’s on October 24th.  Consider eating 

dinner at Culver’s that night and 10% of all sales will be donated to 

Joanie’s Closet. Visit the district’s Virtual Backpack for more information 

about this event. 

How do I ask for help?  Contact your school nurse or social worker if your family needs 

assistance from Joanie’s Closet.  Each school has a Joanie's Closet PTO representative.  This 

representative can service requests (anonymously) from the school principal, social worker, or 

nurse.   

How do I donate to Joanie’s Closet?  Joanie's Closet is always in need of financial 

contributions. Please consider making a personal monetary donation to Joanie's Closet; your 

contributions will truly help those here within our own District 95 family.     

 

Contributions can be sent to Joanie’s Closet, c/o School District 95 Educational Foundation, 

400 S. Old Rand Road, Lake Zurich, IL 60047.  Make checks payable to: School District 95 

Educational Foundation and indicate Joanie’s Closet in the memo line.  Donations are tax 

deductible and also qualify for corporate matching.  
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 LZMSN Band & Orchestra 

Students Accepted into  

IMEA Music Festival!  

October 7, 2011  
 

In early October, seventeen students from 

the LZMSN Band and Orchestra auditioned 

for the IMEA (Illinois Music Educators 

Association) District 7 Festival music groups. 

Six students from the Symphonic Band and 11 students from Orchestra 

participated in the audition to perform in the IMEA Festival ensembles. Over 300 

students auditioned for the Orchestra and approximately 400 auditioned for the 

band. Of these 700 students who auditioned, less than 300 made the cut to 

perform in the Festival ensembles with approximately 130 students in each 

ensemble. It is an incredible honor to be selected to perform with the top players 

in each district, as directors send the best players from each school. Middle School 

North is very proud to have five students participating in the Festival ensembles. 

Orchestra students participating include Bokun Lee, first violin; Jayme Polites, 

principal second violin; and Angela Ketcham, viola. Caleb Harada on trumpet and 

Sangami Pugazenthi on Alto Saxophone will proudly represent MSN in the IMEA 

District Band. Congratulations to all who auditioned and will participate in this 

year’s IMEA District Festival.  

 

The IMEA Festival will take place on Saturday, November 5, at Wauconda High 

School. The Festival is an all day event at which students are given the opportunity 

to work in rehearsals and sectionals with a guest conductor. The day concludes 

with a final concert showcasing the students’ talent and ability to prepare an 

entire concert in just one day of rehearsals as an ensemble. The concert begins at 

3:00 pm at Wauconda High School. For more information about the Festival, 

contact either Steve Stenzel or Riley Broach at Middle School North. Again, 

congratulations to the North students who participated!  
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Your e-mail address can help raise money for the “Smart 
Schools.  

 

Bright Futures.” campaign, a School District 95 Educational Foundation effort to 

raise money to supplement the School District’s technology budget.  All of the 

PTOs and the Foundation have partnered with Mulamu, a local social commerce 

company. 

 

Mulamu offers great daily deals from local businesses – primarily restaurants, 

spas, family activities and other fun activities.  Each day, Mulamu delivers these 

deals via email to our families, supporters, friends and neighbors. 

 

Each time you take advantage of a daily deal, you will save up to 80% on things 

you already love to do.   It’s FREE to join and there’s never any obligation to buy 

a deal.   
 

You can support the “Smart Schools.  Bright Futures.” campaign by signing up to 

receive the daily emails – it’s free and there’s no obligation to buy anything.  

Please sign up (and encourage your friends and neighbors) at 

www.mulamu.com/schooldistrict95. 

2011-2012 Buzz Book contest 
winner 

 

Congratulations to 8th grader Catherine 

Gilbert for designing the winning Buzz 

Book cover. Order forms for Buzz Books 

are on the school website. 



Come join us for a wild and spectacular 

journey through Wonderland!  Alice must go 

on a quest to find her way home.  It is her 

birthday and after chasing a Rabbit down the 

rabbit hole Alice finds herself all mixed up 

and in need of a friend.  Help comes to her in 

the most unlikely of places.  Join us on Friday, 

November 4
th

 and Saturday, November 5
th

 at 

7 pm as this phenomenal cast takes you on an 

adventure like no other!  

Alice Maria Galuppo 

Cheshire Cat Emily Bodett 

White Rabbit Olivia Hamby 

Caterpillar Kayla Kosatka 

Frog Footman Jacob Goldstein 

Duchess Addie Howell 

Cook Amanda Sarsha    

Queen of Hearts Emma Ecklund 

King Jake Laystrom 

Knave Jacob Kamins 

Courtier Steven Grenier 

Mad Hatter Kyle Humrichouser 

March Hare Arden Lipsky 

Dormouse Anna Galuppo 

Tweedledum Will Buchta 

Tweedledee Jake Coleman 

Humpty Dumpty Charles Strong 

Mock Turtle Catherine Gilbert 

Gryphon Danielle Fewkes 

Soldiers Cade Ryan, Lexi Schuman, Anna Johnson 

Flower Girls Nicole Jermak, Amelia Ablan, Brianne Saab,  Sophie 

 Estes, Shannon McCabe, Emma Gannon  

Gardeners Aaron Glave, Nick Hervatin, Johari Williams 

Ladies Caitlyn Bertrand, Emily Fuller, Hayley Bader,  Kylie  

 Repsold, Lexie Zigic, Deanna Gambino, Abigail 

 Mottier, Andie Rossitter 

Heart Children Mikayla Reilly, Lauren Mandal, 

Camryn Horning, Daisy Hernandez,  

Cassie Kunschke, Kelsey Kee 
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The PE and Health departments are collecting 

Box Tops for Education. Money earned from 

these labels will go towards the climbing wall.  

These departments have been fundraising for 

a climbing wall for the last 3 years, and are 

near completing the first of three stages. 

Please send labels to the attention of your 

child’s PE or Health teacher.  Products bearing 

these labels are found on the next page.  Also 

attached is a handy chart for collecting labels 

that you can give to your teacher. 
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The Young Women's Leadership Forum is recruiting for the 

2011-12 school year 

 

Positions are open to all 7th and 8th grade MSN students.  The group meets 

every Friday during Homeroom to discuss and promote school pride, problem 

solving in regards to bullying, how not to be a bystander, school and 

community service.  If you know of a student who you think would thrive in this 

environment, please see Karen Jaffe for an application.  Last year the YWLF ran 

a "Fill the Bucket" campaign where good deeds were rewarded with gift cards.  

YWLF began a campaign of contributing to "Dresses for Girls" a group that 

creates dresses and send them to communities in need around the world. 

Come and join this fine group of 

future leaders! 

Karen.jaffe@lz95.org 

 

 


